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THE ONLY N¥C BASED BLACK STRING BAAND. . ..COOL. . .

As one of the last black string bands in the U.S.—and the only one currently based in NYC—the
Hillbillies keep an important legacy alive with a rootsy, homegrown style that was a key element
in the genesis of all uniquely American music—jazz, blues, bluegrass, rockabilly, rock and roll
and country.

The band led by Henrigue Prince (fiddle, vocals) and Norris Bennett (banjo, mountain dulcimer,
guitar, vocals) and featuring William “Salty Bill” Salter on acoustic bass and Dave Gibson on
percussion and Gloria Gassaway on vocals -creates an untamed and joyful vibe that echoes
across generations and transcends all racial and cultural boundaries.

Whether they’re playing for thousands of people at Carnegie Hall or a crowd at Grand Central
Station, The Ebony Hillbillies bring history alive with the still vibrant sound of Americana.
They’ve maintained their grassroots credibility while inspiring heartstring tugs and

toe-taps in fans of all types of music - Pop, country, bluegrass, folk, rock, jazz and

beyond. With a musical repertoire that pays homage to the traditional but keeps an eye and ear
on what’s current, The Ebony Hillbillies play a mix of tasty originals as well as unique renditions



of classics we all love (“Cotton Eyed Joe,” “Shenandoah”,)and wonderfully unexpected
contemporary songs like Marvin Gaye’s “Sexual Healing.”

They’ve already sold thousands of copies of their two CDs “Sabrina’s Holiday” and” | Thought
You Knew” and will participate this year at many festivals throughout the US including the
prestigious Spoleto Festival in South Carolina and the Port Townsend Folk Festival in Tacoma,
WA.(see schedule for exact dates)

Now they’re ready to take their music beyond their home base. Nashville may think it knows and
owns country, but they “ain’t heard nothing” yet. In fact, the genre as we know it might not exist
at all if the Ebony Hillbillies” music wasn’t blazing a trail all those generations ago.



PRESS QUOTES

"...the premiere black string band in AMERICA"
-Tony Thomas, Black Banjo Association

"...provide NYC's sound track...it's a fact of life..."
-Paul Lieberman, LA Times

"...they sound as cool as their name!!
-E. Jasmin, The News Tribune

“The Real Y’Alternative!l!”
-Kandia Crazy Horse, Creative Loafing

.the music was good and sweet...and stuck in my mind"
-daBrooklyn.com/LIVEJournal.com

"the Ebony Hillbillies made love to us with old school, down home dancin' music. People
were up and out of their seats. From corner to corner you could see waltzes, jitterbugs, and
maybe even a little running man if you looked real hard. These guys came straight from
playing in the New York subways to our delicate green city. One of the songs they so eloquently
described as "a song written by a French soldier walking backward.”" They were incredibly

brilliant, and incredibly adorable.” —E. Jasmin, Wintergrass Festival

www. TheEbonyHillbillies.com



THE EBONY HILLBILLIES

PLACES PERFORMED

Carnegie Hall (NYC, NY) Lincoln Center (NYC, NY)
Wintergrass Festival (Tacoma, WA)
Good Morning New York (ABC-TV Morning Show-NYC, NY
NBC-TV Morning Show-NYC, NY
Black Banjo Gathering (USA) Int’l Bluegrass
Music Association (Nashville, TN) Charlotte Folk Society (NC)
Joe’s Pub (NYC, NY)
Ford Foundation (NYC) Google (NYC)
Schoenberg Library (Harlem, NY)

Appalachian State University (Boone, NC) Jefferson Foundation
Florida State Fiddler ‘Association (Gainesville, FL)
Symphony Space (NYC. NY)

Webster Hall (NYC, NY) Whitney Museum (NYC, NY)
American Folk Museum(NYC,NY)

Museum of the City of New York Brooklyn Children’s Museum
Puffin Foundation (Teaneck, NJ)

Mark Twain Museum
Hartford, CT

Spoleto Festival, Charleston, SC
CONTACT FOR BOOKING

Kim diQuattro
917-494-1958
contact@theEbonyHillibillies.com



William Salter

Acoustic Bass and vocals

2 Xt EALY {fTGSNDa tAFS SyoO:
music. He is a two time Grammy award winning composer,
producer and publisher (Where is the Love?¢ |y Rust ¢he
Two of Us d) and a versatile musician. Salter is a native born
son of Harlem, NY who began his music studies at (i K Bigha
{ OK22f F2NJ K SHethaSthFes dNar yha
world with such celebrated musicians as Peter Seger and
CompanyHerbie Mann Leon Thomas, Horace Silv€rscar
Brown Jrand Harry Belafonteto name a few.

{ I f0dSNDa | Jaambhilelco ¢fourlef Billy TayloKintroduced him to Linda Hudson.
Now Salter and Ms. Hudson can be seen and heard doing their own thing, The Bill Salter
Experiencdive at clubs in the tri- state area.

GLORIA GASSAWAY

VOCALIST
Gloria learned music from two musically gifted
parents, the late Harry and Flossie Thomas of
Columbia, South Carolina. Harry played guitar and
Banjo, and both her parents sang  spirituals and the
blues. Bei ng one of t wenty chil dren they formed a
singing group call the Thomas singers.
Gloria continued her studies in music at the
Brooklyn Conservatory  of music, then at  Jazzmobile
NY and further refined her craftat Dr Bar ry H
vocal and improvisatio n workshops .
Gloria Sang for many years with  Latin jazz
ensembles and her own trio at venues as varied as
Lincoln Center, and the South Carolina Jazz and
Blues Festival. She is currently singing with The
Ebony Hillbillies




Norris Bennett

Banjo -Mountain Dulcimer -guitar -vocals

NorrisBennet tl i kes t o say that fh eOcalaHoridnt deeexact.nHeF |
was raised however in the hills and northern snows of Buffalo , New York. Norris is a
world class and world travelled musician who has played extensively throughout the
Netherlands, and Belgium and whose multi i
instrumental expertise has even been heard in Israel.

Norris is much sought after as a solo performer at
folk ve nues throughout the  United States and Europe
and has been acclaimed as both a Dulcimer player
and teacher. He recorded to solo compilations on
Germanybés Bear records, one
the other ANorris. oo

With the Ebony Hillbillies Nor ri sés Banj
the driving claw hammer rhythm behind and the
melodic counterpoint alongside the fiddle and upright
bass that gives the ensemble their unique  sound.

HENRIQUE "RIQUE" PRINCE
FIDDLER-VIOLINIST

Born in Harlem in New York City, Henrique is a self taught
violinist . He taught himself classical as well as folk styles
and studied with Charles Meacham in Nort hern California.
He is an alumnus of the fAmusi
He has played with such diverse musical groups as the
Indian Valley String Q uartet, The Sun Ra Arkestra , The
Saturday Night Live Band, and with Charanga bands ,and
too many Jazz ensem bles and reggae b ands to name. In
addition he has also toured Europe with the alternative
country band, The Palace Brothers. Henrique has
appeared on television programs from New York to San
Francisco, and has taught in many public and private
schools.

They include The Ladsonian Foundation

The Noel Pointer School , Education Through Music, and
Jazzmobile throughout the greater NY area.

Henrique created The Ebony Hillbillies as an attempt to
develop an old time string band based on an old and
almost ex tinct southern model. They have toured and
played in many festivals and concert halls nationally and

in Canada.




EBONY HILLBILLIES' BACKLINE REQUIREMENTS

2 Vocal Mikes

2 Vocal Mikes on Boons

1 Instrumental mike

1 Instrumental Mike on Boon

Bass Amp



